
Jasper County, Missouri 

User Guide for Beacon 
Mapping & Data Site 

Chase Fisher, GIS Coordinator 
Jasper County, Missouri 



1 REVISED: July 23, 2008 

Table of Contents 

Getting Started 2 

Tools Overview 3 

Find Location 4 

Searching for Parcels 5 

Search - Free Report 6 

Search - Subscription Report 7 

Printing a Report 8 

Comparable Search - Subscription 9 

Comparable Search Results 10 

Search - Map View 11 

Using the Map View 12 

Navigating the Map 13 

Identify and Select parcels 14 - 15 

Graphical Selection (of map features) 16-17 

Measuring Features (Enhanced Measure Tool) 18 

Buffering Features 19 

Using Buffer to Select Other Features 20-21 

Printing a Map 22 

Jasper County, Missouri 
User Guide for Beacon Mapping & Data Site 



2 

GETTING STARTED 
1. Go to http://www.jaspercounty.org

2. Scroll down the page a little and click the “Enter Beacon Mapping Site” button.

3. This will take you to the Beacon start page. Jasper County, MO should be
selected.

4. Choose Property Search or View Map.
5. Select Make Default if you will always be viewing Jasper County, Missouri.

6. Click Enter.
7. If you choose Property Search you will be directed to the Search page. If you

choose View Map you will see a map of the County showing Roads and Cities.

Getting Started 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

Search View 

Map View 

Start Page 

1. At the Log In screen enter the username and password you used when creating an
account.

2. Click the Submit button. Remember the Username and Password are case-sensitive.

3. You will now have unrestricted access to all the data available on the website.
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Layers 
 
AVAILABLE LAYERS 
The layers can be 
turned on and off to 
display the different 
geography of the city. 
 
Check the box next to 
the layer name to 
view additional map 
layers. 
 
NOTE: Some layers 
are scale dependent 
and will not display 
until you zoom into a 
smaller area of the 
city. 

Click down arrow to 
view the legend for 
the map. The Legend 
displays the symbol-
ogy for  visible layers. 

Group Layers 
Some layers are 
grouped together and 
you must click the 
plus sign next to the 
group to see them all. 

Zoom to Previous Extent 

Clear Selection 

Refresh Map 

Zoom in 

Zoom out Re-center 

Zoom to County 

Pan 

Identify 

Buffer 
Measure 

Resize Map 

Print Preview 

Print 

Change Map Scale 
Use pull-down arrow to 

manually change the 

map scale. 

Tools Overview 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

Hold mouse over icon. 

Small window will  
Display the function. 

Overview - Click the 
down arrows to view 
the overview map of 
the county. A red 
cross will indicate the 
area you are viewing. 
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ity of Richmond - GIS Web Mapper 

Tools Overview 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

Log In 

Send Feedback 

Change the default map 
size for printing. 

Up to 11” x 17” 

Change the size of the 

map in the main map 
view window. 

Help 

Overview Map 

Change Options 

You can change the 
default viewing map 

size, the map print 
size and change the 

option for Auto Re-
fresh. 
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Searching for Parcels 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

Search 

 
Click on the “Search” tab near 

the top of the window. You will 
see the 3 search criteria. 

“Name”, “Address”, and 

“Parcel ID”. 
 

The Name can be any portion of 
the name and the Search tool 

will find any name that contains 
what you typed.  

 

The Address search is used to 
find a property by address. You can either enter an address range (ex: 1200-1299 Main). Also be sure to not use suf-

fixes or prefixes - ie: Dr, St, East, North, etc.  
 

If the address you typed is not found, Many of the addresses have not been corrected to the 911 Emergency addresses.  

You will need to try narrowing your search down. Some options are trying a neighboring address, or search using only 
the street name. 

 
The Parcel ID search is the 17 digit Assessor’s parcel number for the parcel. You can enter either with our without 

dashes or dots. (ex: 17-7.0-25-00-000-032.024 or 17702500000032024). The full number must be entered. 
 

Click Search once you’ve entered one of the criteria. 

Search Results 

 

If there are more than one 
result in your search you will 

see them listed in the Parcel 
Results page and the Re-

sults tab will be highlighted. 

Click on the Parcel ID for the 
row you’d like to view. 

 
The parcel numbers are hy-

perlinks that, when clicked, 

will go to a report of that re-
cord.  

 
If there is only one result to 

your search, it will go straight 
to the report for that record. 
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City of Richmond - GIS Web Mapper 

Search - Free Report 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

Back to Search Re-

sults 
 

You can click back on 
the “Results” tab to 

view your search re-

sults.  
 

The active parcel is 
highlighted in yellow. 

 
The exception is that if 

you identify a parcel or 

perform a new search, 
you will loose you cur-

rent search results. 
 

Click on another parcel 

number (hyperlink) to 
view the report for that 

parcel. 

The free report offers 

basic information about 
the property. More de-

tailed information is 
available through a 

yearly subscription. 

(See next page)  
 

Available on the Free 
Report 

 
ParcelID 

AlternateID 

Property Address 
Neighborhood 

Land Use 
Class 

Zoning 

Book 
Page 

Brief Tax Description 
(Legal Description) 

Owner Name 
Owner Mailing Address 
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Search - Subscription Report 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

Subscription Report (available with yearly subscription) 

 
There is a wide variety of land and improvement information that is available with the subscription 

level report as well as the a photo of the house and any sketches available. 

Portions of page cut out for display purposes. 
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City of Richmond - GIS Web Mapper 

Printing a Report 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

Print Setup 

Print Report E-mail link to Report 

Sample of Report 

Saving the Report 

 
One you have clicked the Print button a new browser window (or tab) will open. This is a PDF rendering application. 

 
This means that you can save the report as a PDF file to be shared for viewed later. The file will be saved to your 

hard-drive. 
 

On your web browser, just go to File -> Save or Save Page As and you’ll be prompted to save as an Adobe Acro-
bat Document. 

Print Options 

 
There are many printing 

options that allows you 
to you change the re-

port page size, add a 

header, subtitle and 
footer to the report.  

 
The items that are 

“grayed” out are not 
selectable. They are for 

use when setting up a 

map print.  
 

Click “Update” to see 
your changes shown on 

the sample report in the 

window.  
 

Click “Reset” to clear 
the fields and start 

over. 



9 

 

 

City of Richmond - GIS Web Mapper 

Comparable Search - Subscription 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

Comparable Search 

 
The Comparable Search feature is available for Jasper County Beacon Subscribers. 

 
There are two ways to use this search feature. 

1. Start from scratch - All search fields will be blank. 

2. Start from a subject. Probably the easiest way since comparables are usually based on a subject property. 

Hold down Ctrl key while 
clicking more numbers 

For this example, we 

have already selected a 
parcel.  

 
After a parcel is se-

lected, simply click the 

“Comp Search” button 
and you will see most of 

the details populated in 
the Comparable 

Search form. 
 

You can change any of 

the criteria if you want.  
If you would like to se-

lect multiple criteria for 
any of the choices, just 

hold down your Ctrl 

key on your keyboard. 
(EX: Choosing, 1 and 2 

baths) 
 

The details of the sub-
ject property are dis-

played along the right 

of the form in red let-
ters. 

 
Make any changes to 

the criteria as needed 

and click the Search 
button. 

 
The next page will dis-

cuss the Comparable 

Search Results. 
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City of Richmond - GIS Web Mapper 

Comparable Search Results 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

Comparable Search Results 

 
Keep in mind that only the first 200 results will be displayed. You will notice the subject property is highlighted in yel-

low. 
 

The report is interactive in that, like the basic Search as shown on page 5, the Parcel IDs are clickable hyperlinks. 

Clicking the Parcel ID will take you to the report for that parcel. (See page 6) 
 

To print the list, click the Print Setup button to go into the options. Here you can add a Title, Subtitle, and an Au-
thor name or remove those features. 

 
Once you have entered the details you want you list is ready to print. As with the other printing options, once you’ve 

clicked the Print button, you can save as a PDF file.  

 
On your browser click File -> Save and you will be prompted to give a filename and choose a location to save the file. 
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Search - Map View 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

The following pages will introduce some of 

the tools and features available in the map 
view. 

When in report view, just click on 

the “Map” tab to view the map. By 
default, the map display will have 

the parcel you selected highlighted 
in the map window. 

 

You will also see some basic parcel 
information displayed at the bottom 

of the window. 
 

From here you can pan, zoom in or 
out, measure, turn on the Imagery 

(aerial photography) or other layers. 

At any point while going back and 

forth between map and report, you 
can click back on “Results” to see 

your search results. 
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Using the Map View 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

This is the same map area as on the previous page. Only we’ve turned on the “Rural Imagery” (aerial photography) 

by clicking the box next to the layer name.  
 

This turns on or off the geographic layers of your map.  We have also changed the scale to 1 inch = 50 feet by clicking 
on the down arrow of the scale. 

 

We’ve also turned on a few other layers that are off by default.  
Lots, Blocks, Subdivisions, Fire Hydrants. 

 
So now, from looking at this map, I can see that this parcel is in Lots 19 and 20, block 06, in Thomas Addition subdivi-

sion. 
 

We can also tell from looking at this map, that there is a Fire Hydrant just across the street from the selected / high-

lighted property. 
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Navigating the Map  

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

You can hold your mouse over each tool for a brief description of that tool. Or you can refer to page 3 to view all the 
tools. 

 

Making a tool active 
Click on the tool to select it or make it active. You will see it change colors from dark gray to a light gray. By default, 

the “Identify” tool is active / selected. 
 

Zooming in - Click on the “Zoom In” tool to make it active. Click and hold your left mouse button to draw a box 
around the area you would like to zoom into. You will see a transparent box drawn. The map will redraw 

 

Zooming Out - Works basically the same as zooming in. Draw a box by clicking and holding down the left mouse but-
ton while you draw a box in the map. The map will zoom out based on the size of the box you draw.  The smaller the 

box, the more the map will zoom out. Likewise, the larger the box, the less the map will zoom out. 
Re-center map - This tool will re-center the map based on the point you click in the map. If you click in the upper 

Zoom in 

Zoom out Re-center 

Zoom to County 
Pan 

Zoom to Previous Extent 

right-hand corner of the map, the 

display will make that point the cen-
ter of the display. 

 
Pan - Is used by holding down your 

left mouse button and moving your 

mouse in any direction. You will see 
the map display move. For example, 

if you need to view a parcel or area 
to the east, you will click in the dis-

play and drag to the left. 
 

Zoom to Previous Extent - Click 

this button to zoom to your previous 
zoom extents. You can do this mul-

tiple times. 
 

Zoom to County - Clicking this will 

zoom to the full extent of the 
county. 



 

 

14 

Identify and Select Parcels 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

You can select any feature (parcel, lot, block, School Districts, Voting Precinct, etc) by clicking on it with the Identify 

Tool. 
 

But you are also able to select a group of parcels at one time with the identify tool. This example, we are using the 
Map Area and the identify tool to select all the parcels between E Central, Garrison, Grant and W 6th.  

 

1. Zoom into an area you are interested in either manually with the zoom tool or by using one of the Search tools. 
2. Click the identify tool. 

3. Draw a box in the map view that will intersect all the parcels that are within the streets boundary. (The box is 
drawn by clicking the left mouse button, holding it down to draw the box and releasing where you want the box to 

stop) 
4. You will see a light colored box being drawn. 

5. The Beacon application will select all the parcels that are within / or intersected by the box you drew and switch 

over to the Results view.  

1 

2 

Click - hold to draw
 box and release 
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Identify and Select Parcels 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

From the Results view, the Beacon application behaves as if you have performed any other search. You can click on 

the Parcel ID to view the report or the map for that parcel. The application will keep your list so you can go back and 
forth between the list and your map.  

 
If you zoom back out in the map view, you will see that your parcels remain selected (highlighted in yellow). 

 

They will remain selected until you perform a new search or clear the selected features. 
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Graphical Selection Tools 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

There is an enhanced selection tool now available. The following pages will briefly cover its use. This selection tool is 

available on the free portion as well as the subscription. 
 

The Selection Tools works on the active (or selected) layer. This is the layer than, in the 
Layers list or table of contents. The active / selected layer is the one highlighted in a light 

grey. To activate or select a layer, simply click on it. 

 
The Select tool is the arrow next to the identify tool on the toolbar.  Click on this tool to make it active. You will 

notice options display below the tool bar. 
 

You can select features using a point, rectangle, line or a polygon. You can also select incrementally meaning you can 
pan across the map and select additional features. You can also remove selected features using the Selection options. 

Draw a line or polygon de-
pending on which Select with 

you have chosen. Use the 
mouse to draw the line clicking 

at each vertex along your line 
of selection. Once complete, 

double-click your left mouse 

button to finish the line.  
 

If you need to select additional 
features, click Add and use 

any of the selection methods 

to select more parcels (or fea-
tures). 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Each number represents 
a left mouse click 

Double-click to finish 
line and select features 
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Graphical Selection Tools 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

Once you have completed your 

selection, the line will disappear 
and the features will be selected. 

If you click on the Results tab 

above the tools, you will see a list 

of all the parcels that were se-
lected. 

Like with any other selection, the results will open in the Results tab. But you can go back and forth between looking 

at the results of the selection through the Report, then clicking on the parcel number to view the details and back to 
the Map. If you would like to add or remove features from your selection, use the options available with the Selection 

Tool. See New, Add, or Remove. Clicking those will allow you to modify your selection if necessary. 
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Enhanced Measure Tool 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

The measure tool allows you to measure the length, calculate the area, view the bearing of a line, and plot to a coordi-

nate within the Map View.  To start, just click the “Measure Tool” on the toolbar. 

Example 1 below shows a two-point line drawn starting with one left-click and ending the line with a double-click. The 
results are shown at the top.  The line drawn is 281.3 feet long. 

Example 2 shows a five-point line that draws a rectangle. The results, shown inset at the bottom, tell us that the rec-
tangle drawn has a line length (perimeter) of 798.8 ft, and is .753 Acres in size. You can use the pull down list to 

change to square feet. 

The enhanced measure tool also displays your choice of X/Y coordinate in State Plane, UTM and Degrees, Minutes, Sec-
onds. 

You can use the pull down selector on the right of the “Measure Results” toolbar to select State Plane, UTM, or 
State Plane coordinate.  

When you click a point in the measure line (start, angle, stop) you will see the X/Y coordinate for that point. 

1 2 

1 

2 
3 

4 

Left-Click 

5 

Example 2 - Acres 

Left-Click 

Left-Click 

Left-Click 

Double-Click 

Left-Click 
Double-Click 

Example 1 - Length 

If you have X / Y coordi-

nate information you can 
enter it in the “Zoom to 

X, Y coordinate:” box. 
Then click Zoom and the 

map display will zoom to 

that coordinate. 

Click Zoom to XY to get 
started 

The measure 
line drawn will 
clear once you 
click to draw 
the next line. 
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Buffering Features 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

The buffer tool allows you to select features based a distance from another selected feature. This example will select all 
parcels that are a distance of 150 feet from the selected parcel. 

This action will select all parcels that are within 150 feet of the selected parcel. You will see the map display zoom out 

to the selected features and you will see the parcels that fall within the buffer become selected in yellow. 

If you click on the “Results” tab, you will see listed all the parcels that were selected. 

You can run the buffer tool from any selected feature.  You select a feature by making it the active layer. This is done by selecting that layer from the 
list of Layers � 

You can also select any features such as Roads, or Subdivisions and select Parcels or other features that fall within the buffer area. 

1 
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Using Buffer to Select Other Features 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

This next example, we are going to use the buffer tool to perform a select. The scenario is that we want a list of all par-

cels that fall within a specific subdivision.  

1. Zoom to an area
2. Turn on the “Subdivisions”

3. If you cannot see any subdivisions, zoom or pan around until you get to a good area.

4. Make the Subdivisions layer active (click on the name)
5. Click on the Identify tool.

6. Click on a subdivision. This will select it (as well as identify it)
7. We’ve selected Breckenwood Seventh Add. You should see the subdivision boundary change to a Cyan color

8. Now click on the Buffer tool.
9. Change the “that” statement to “are completely within” selected Subdivisions and click Select.
10. All the parcels that lie within the selected subdivision will be selected (highlighted in yellow). If you click the Re-

sults tab, you’ll find a listing of those selected parcels.

When you are finished, use the “Clear Selection” tool to clear your selected features. 
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Using Buffer to Select Other Features 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

Using the Buffer Tool to Select Parcels that fall within a Mine Area 

This example utilizes one of the Environmental layers. We are going to select all the parcels that intersect a mine 

area. 

1. Zoom to desired area.

2. Expand the Group Layer Environmental and make Mine Areas active by clicking on the name.
3. Use the Identify tool and click anywhere in that Mine Area and it will be selected with a Cyan color outline.

4. Click on the Buffer tool.
5. Leave (or change to intersect).

6. Click the Select button.
7. You’ll see the parcels that intersect the Mine Area.

8. If you click the Results you’ll see a listing of all the parcels that were intersected by the Mine Area.
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Printing a Map 

Jasper County, Missouri - Beacon Site 

Setting up and Printing a Map 

Select a parcel through the Search tool or zoom into a location that you would like to print. 

1. Click on the “Print Setup” icon on the toolbar.

2. You’ll see the print setup page with a  right sidebar where you can change visible  options. In this example, We’ve

added a Title, Subtitle and Author attributes to the report.
3. Once you have added the title or changed the visible options, click the “Update” link.

4. Like the reports, this map display is rendered in a PDF format. And from this point you can either print the map or
save it as a PDF file.

5. Using your web browser go to File -> Save As or Save Page As depending on your web browser.
6. You will prompted to save the document onto your computer. Just give it a name and change the default location

for the PDF file if needed.

7. If you do not need to save, just click the Print link at the bottom.



Beacon Site Developed and Hosted by 
The Schneider Corporation 

IOWA - Ames Office 
1606 Golden Aspen Drive, Suite 110 

Ames, IA 50010-8011 
Phone: 515.233.3311 
Fax: 515.233.4575 

contact@schneidercorp.com 
http://www.schneidercorp.com 

Jasper County, Missouri Data Custodian 
Chase Fisher 

GIS Coordinator 
Jasper County Missouri 

302 S. Main ST - Room 201 
Carthage, MO 64836 

417-237-1015 
gis@jaspercounty.org 

www.jaspercounty.org/gis 
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